
www.columbiapower.org/wanetaexpansion

The Waneta Expansion Project near Trail is one of the largest hydroelectric 
projects currently under construction in British Columbia. When complete in 
2015, it will generate 335 MW of clean, hydroelectric energy by sharing the 
water from the existing dam. It will provide enough energy to power about 
60,000 homes per year and will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 400,000 
tonnes, the equivalent of taking 78,000 cars off the road. 

Recent project milestones include installation of the runners and stators, 
completion of structural concrete work in the powerhouse, commencement 
of the excavation of the tailrace area (where the water will re-enter the Pend 
d’Oreille River), and completion of the 10 kilometre transmission line. The project’s 
construction activities are currently focused on: concrete and form work in the 
intake area, electrical and mechanical work inside the powerhouse, assembly of 
the turbines and generators, and completion of the sturgeon exclusion gates.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Over 400 people are working directly on the project, providing more than 
50 apprenticeship opportunities. Equity hiring provisions are in place for 
women, persons with disabilities, First Nations and/or visible minorities.

•	 Regional spending on goods and services exceeds $191 million.  

•	 High standards of safety, quality and environmental protection. 

•	 A Community Impact Management Committee meets monthly to provide 
ongoing support to encourage positive community impacts.

•	 The project’s socio-economic monitoring program shows substantial 
economic and employment benefits to the region and a strong safety 
record. Reports are available at: columbiapower.org/SEM.

•	 The public viewing area, across Highway 22A from the project,  is open for 
the summer and provides a great place to watch construction. 
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THIS $900 MILLION, FOUR 

AND A HALF YEAR PROJECT 

IS BRINGING BENEFITS TO 

OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

AND WORKERS

View of both units inside 
the powerhouse area.

Columbia Power is managing 
construction of the project 

on behalf of the partners 

For more information call 
250.304.6060

 


