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Executive Summary

As part of Columbia Power Corporation’s environmental 
policy, sustainability is mandated as the company’s core 
value and Columbia Power is committed to integrating 
environmental considerations into the various aspects of 
its business.  

It is Columbia Power’s goal to develop, operate and 
maintain commercially viable and environmentally sound 
hydroelectric power projects for the benefit of the 
Province and the residents of the Columbia Basin.  

Columbia Power facilities produced and sold 2,265 GW.hr 
of green, emission-free electricity in 2013 and offset the 
need to import electricity that has been generated from 
sources that may have had emissions associated with 
them.

As a member of the Canadian Electricity Association, 
Columbia Power subscribes to the Sustainable Electricity 
Program and is continually identifying ways to incorpo-
rate the principles of sustainability in our day-to-day 
business.
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2013 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions
In 2013, Columbia Power’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions were 27.0 metric tonnes generated from the 
company vehicle fleet emissions, paper usage and office 
building energy consumption. This is an decrease of 6.0 
metric tonnes compared to Columbia Power‘s 2012 GHG 
report.  The cause for the decrease in GHG emissions 
in 2013 is due to continued efforts to decrease vehicle 
use and generating awareness of the impact of energy 
conservation.

Offsets Applied to Become 
Carbon Neutral in 2013
Columbia Power’s total GHG offsets for 2013 were 26.0 
metric tonnes with a standard offset exemption of 1 metric 
tonne. 

Emissions Reduction 
Activities 
In 2013, Columbia Power encouraged increased 
participation in alternative and public transportation (e.g. 
biking, walking, transit, etc.) by actively participating in the 
2nd Annual Corporate Commuter Challenge (391 tonnes 
avoided) that consisted of carpool travelling to and from 
work, office and external meetings and by creating the 
first annual Corporate Waste Reduction Week that 
provided awareness on conserving energy and reducing 
waste to promote stewardship.



Actions to Improve 
Provincial Emissions and 
Improve Sustainability

The Corporation will continue to promote action against 
climate change by encouraging staff participation during 
the Corporate Environmental initiatives such as Waste 
Reduction Week, Earth Hour, Commuter Challenge and 
Earth Day Event throughout the year.

Columbia Power’s major contribution to provincial 
sustainability efforts continues to be the construction of 
the Waneta Expansion Project.  This project will add 630 
GW.h per year of emission free electricity.  The project is 
on schedule for completion in 2015.


